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 GEOG 412/512: Health, Social Science, and Public Policy


Spring 2008
______________________________________________________________________________

Instructor: Michael S. McGlade, Ph.D.



Class Meets: W 5:15-9:05

Class Location: HSS 235





Office:  Maaske 229

Office Hrs:  M 4-6; T 5-6; W 4-5; R 8-9 



Office Phone:  (503) 838-8381

Course website: www.wou.edu/~mcgladm



e-mail: mcgladm@wou.edu
                                                         

_______________________________________________________________________________

Course Overview
Description and explanation of social determinants and correlates of population health are primary foci.  The course will begin with introductory concepts in population and health geography, including basic epidemiology, with focus on historical and global patterns of morbidity and mortality.  Next, the general etiology of morbidity and mortality will be examined, by contrasting developed regions with low income regions.  Following this global perspective, the determinants of health outcomes for different social groups in the US and other countries will be explored.  Particular focus will be placed on the changing health outcomes of immigrant groups through time.  Next, emerging theory that purports to explain the connections between poverty, inequality, and health will be examined, with focus on the case of the US.  Finally, comparisons between various health systems in several countries will be made, with emphasis on developed countries.  The class will be concluded with a discussion about national health policy.

Readings

-Kawachi, Ichiro and Bruce P. Kennedy (2002).  The Health of Nations: Why Inequality is Harmful to Your Health.  New York: The New Press. 

 -Other readings, mostly online, are found on page three of this syllabus.
Participation

The course will be participation intensive.  You are expected to come to class every time and to participate in discussions.  Any student who misses part or all of more than two classes is subject to a reduction of 10% in his/her final grade.  Participation in this course includes coming to class having done the readings, participating in class discussions, reporting on the health and health care system of a particular country, and making two brief (3-5 minute) presentations.  These presentations will be on any health topic that is in the national or international news.  Sources can include (but are not limited to) the health section of the electronic New York Times or other major newspapers and recommended websites listed later in this syllabus.  Approximately 30 points for participation will be possible.
Quizzes and Final Exam

Approximately four quizzes (25 pts. each) and a final (100 pts.) will be required in this course.  The quizzes will be fairly short in length, and will be given at the beginning of the period.  Your lowest quiz score will be dropped.  No make ups will be given on quizzes, so please do not miss one.  The final will be partly take-home and partly in-class.  A comprehensive test of moderate length will be given in class on Wednesday of finals week, and will probably be closed readings and notes.  A small pop quiz is also possible in any class period (except those in which a quiz is already scheduled), and may cover basic ideas and concepts from that week’s readings.
Research Paper

You will need to do a research paper of at least 8-10 pages.  Details to follow.  (100 pts.)  Part of your evaluation will be based on a 10-15 minute Powerpoint presentation that you will make to the class.  Your paper will be due the same night as your presentation is due.  Due dates will vary – as we will generally have two presentations per night beginning in May.  So if you volunteer for early May, you will not have a term paper to be concerned about late in the term!
Recommended web sites: 

Institute of Medicine

Center for Disease Control

National Institutes of Health

American Cancer Society

World Health Organization

Population Reference Bureau (health section)

Kaiser Family Foundation (good site: but beware that it is connected to HMO interests) http://www.kff.org/

In addition, you should utilize Medline, JSTOR and other search engines in the library for your research.  They can be accessed through the journals section of the library catalog.  From such sources you can do powerful keyword searches to find references to peer-reviewed journal articles.  Some of these articles can then be accessed either online, through the journals collection in the library, or through Interlibrary Loan.

The American Journal of Public Health is available in hardcopy in the library (and online through various full text search engines).  It is full of articles that are pertinent to this class.  The Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA), Social Science & Medicine, and Lancet are other journals which have some articles that are useful for a variety of topics relevant to this course.  
Any student needing an accommodation for any type of disability should talk me during office hours the first week of the course and should contact the Office of Disability Services (838-8250v/tty). 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE AND LIST OF READINGS

	Days
	Topics
	Readings*



	April 2

	Introductory concepts in population and health geography
Population Geography and the Demographic Transition Project given
	Population Reference Bureau Handbook.  Chapters 1-6, 12, 13.  Use as a reference and for further information for terms defined in notes.
http://www.prb.org/pdf/PopHandbook_Eng.pdf
Population Reference Bureau World Data Sheets, Pp. 2-13. (FYI only)
http://www.prb.org/pdf04/04WorldDataSheet_Eng.pdf

	April 9

	Concepts in population and health geography (con’t), Introduction to epidemiology
	Population Reference Bureau (1999)  Population and Health, an Introduction to Epidemiology.   Population Bulletin, Vol. 54, No. 4, pp.1-12, 17.  http://www.prb.org/Source/54.4PopHealthEpidemiology.pdf
Kenneth J. Rothman (2002).  Epidemiology: An Introduction.  New York: Oxford University Press.  Pp. 5-15.

Martha Balshem (2000).  A Cancer Death.  In: Steve Kroll-Smith, Phil Brown, and Valerie J. Gunter, Eds., Illness and the Environment:  A Reader in Contested Medicine, New York: New York University Press.  Pp. 308-332.

	April 16

	Quiz #1

Etiology of Morbidity and Mortality:  A global perspective


	World Health Organization (1999).  World Health Report.  World Health Organization: Stockholm.  Pp. vii – xix, 1-28, 65-80.  http://www.who.int/whr/1999/en/whr99_en.pdf
Jared Diamond (1999). Guns, Germs, and Steel.  New York:  W.W. Norton & Co.  Pp. 195-214.



	April 23
	Nutrition and health:  An international perspective
	Gary Gardner and Brian Halweil.  Nourishing the Underfed and Overfed. In: State of the World 2000.  Washington: Worldwatch Institute.  Pp. 59-78.  (available on class website)

	April 30

	Quiz #2

Correlates and determinants of health in developed countries

The changing health of immigrants


	George Davey Smith, David Gunnell, and Yoav Ben-Shlomo (2001).  Life-course approaches to socio-economic differentials in cause-specific adult mortality.   In David A. Leon, and Gill Walt, Eds., Poverty, Inequality, and Health: An International Perspective.  London: Oxford University Press.  Pp. 88-124.

Rubén G. Rumbaut (1997).  Assimilation and Its Discontents:  Between Rhetoric and Reality.  International Migration Review.  31:(4):923-960.

	May 7

	Racism in health care
	NAP (2002) Unequal Treatment: Confronting Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health Care.  Board on Health Sciences Policy, Division of Health Sciences Policy, Institute of Medicine, Washington: National Academy Press. Executive Summary, up to page 12.
 (the rest of the book is not required reading, but illustrates the themes)

http://www.nap.edu/books/030908265X/html/  

	May 14

	Quiz #3

Economic systems & health
	Kawachi, Ichiro and Bruce P. Kennedy (2002).  The Health of Nations: Why Inequality is Harmful to Your Health.  New York: The New Press.  Pp. 1-84. 


	May 21
	Inequality, hedonics, positional goods, politics and health
	Kawachi, Ichiro and Bruce P. Kennedy (2002).  The Health of Nations: Why Inequality is Harmful to Your Health.  New York: The New Press.  Pp. 85-202.

	May 28, June 4
	Quiz #4

Comparative health systems and health policy
	The AMA single payer proposal:

http://www.physiciansproposal.org/proposal/Physicians%20ProposalJAMA.pdf  other [image: image1.png]


TBA

	June 11
	Final Exam
	TBA


*reading list is subject to change
